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URANIUM MINING (IMPLEMENTATION OF GOVERNMENT COMMITMENTS) BILL 2007 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Hon Giz Watson, and read a first time. 

Second Reading 
HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [7.34 pm]:  I move -  

That the bill be read a second time.  
This bill goes some way towards addressing the wishes of many Western Australians who want to prevent 
uranium mining in this state.  Many Western Australians recognise that uranium is just not another mineral that 
can be exploited.  They understand that mining uranium starts a nuclear fuel chain that inextricably leads to 
highly toxic waste and potential weapons proliferation.  They recognise that there are environmental and health 
problems at each stage of that fuel chain, whether they be in the mining and processing of uranium and the 
resultant waste dumps; its use in nuclear reactors and resultant highly radioactive spent fuel rods; nuclear 
weapons; or the requirement to keep toxic waste isolated from the environment indefinitely. 
Some inescapable facts are that, at every stage of its operation, the nuclear fuel chain generates radioactive waste 
that must be isolated from the environment.  This waste varies in its radioactive characteristics, the risks it poses 
to humans and the length of time those risks persist.  There are no safe levels of exposure to radioactive material.  
The diseases and potential genetic damage caused by exposure to radioactive material have a 20 to 60-year 
latency period.   
If we are involved at the beginning of the nuclear fuel chain, we must bear responsibility for what happens in the 
latter stages of that chain.  We cannot in good conscience dig up uranium, send it overseas and then turn a blind 
eye to the horrendous legacy that results from radioactive waste.  There is no long-term storage facility for high-
level nuclear waste.  After nearly six decades, not one repository for high-level nuclear waste from nuclear 
power generation exists anywhere in the world.  Only a handful of countries, such as Finland, Sweden and the 
United States, have identified potential sites for a high-level waste dump.  If global nuclear output were to 
increase almost three times to 1 000 gigawatt hours of electricity, and if we were to assume that waste was 
disposed directly rather than reprocessed, new repository storage facilities equal to the legal limit established for 
Yucca Mountain in the US would have to be built roughly every three or four years.  We cannot in good 
conscience release more of the raw material for nuclear weapons into the world and say that we are blameless if 
nuclear weapons are used in the future, particularly when we are aware that of the 60 countries that have built 
nuclear power or research reactors, more than 20 have been known to use their “peaceful” nuclear facilities for 
covert weapon research and/or production.  

I have previously without success sought to pass legislation that completely bans uranium mining in Western 
Australia.  This bill has the more modest aim of implementing the government’s own stated commitment to 
prohibit the mining of uranium on mining leases granted since 22 June 2002.  On 25 June 2002, Clive Brown 
MLA, the then Minister for State Development, made the following statement to Parliament -  

I wish to announce that the Western Australian Government has prohibited the mining of uranium for 
nuclear purposes from any mining leases granted from Saturday, 22 June 2002, when I first made the 
announcement to delegates at the Australian Labor Party state conference in Perth.  The decision meets 
the policy of the Labor Government, which came to power on a platform that included banning the 
mining of uranium for nuclear purposes.  The ban will initially be implemented under section 110 of the 
Mining Act 1978, which allows the minister to limit mining in the public interest to only those minerals 
specified in a lease.  Accordingly, future mining leases will not authorise mining for uranium.  The 
policy will be ratified in legislation through the early introduction to Parliament of a government Bill 
that will specifically amend the Mining Act 1978 to prohibit the mining of uranium for nuclear 
purposes.  The decision will not interfere with existing rights under the Mining Act, nor where the 
mining of uranium is incidental to the mining of other minerals and is not extracted for sale.  

Nearly five years have elapsed since that statement was made and no bill has been introduced to give effect to 
the commitment to amend the Mining Act 1978.  This bill seeks to implement the commitment made by Minister 
Brown on the government’s behalf.  It does so by simply amending the Mining Act 1978 to prohibit the mining 
of uranium on mining leases granted from 22 June 2002.  Consistent with former Minister Brown’s statement, 
this prohibition will not apply when the mining of uranium is incidental to the mining of other minerals and 
when uranium is not extracted for sale.  The effect of the bill will be to entrench the ban on uranium mining that 
has been applied on an ad hoc basis to mining leases since 22 June 2002.  If this bill passes, that ban will have 
the force of law and will not exist only at the whim of this government or any future government.  The ban will 
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be able to be lifted only by the repeal of the section of the Mining Act that this bill will insert, which would 
require the support of both houses of Parliament.  

When I last sought to prohibit uranium mining in Western Australian through my Nuclear Activities 
(Prohibition) Bill 2002, members raised concerns about the removal of existing mining rights and the possible 
compensation claims that may flow from that.  It is important to note that under the present more limited bill, 
holders of mining leases will not have theirs rights diminished.  A mining lease that was granted after 22 June 
2002 already contains a no-uranium mining condition.  Moreover, companies that applied for those leases have 
done so knowing that the government had promised to entrench the ban on uranium mining in legislation.  This 
bill will make good on that government commitment.  Accordingly, there is no basis for holders of mining leases 
to complain that it will remove their rights or to argue that they will be entitled to compensation.  This is a 
modest bill that seeks to implement the clear government commitment given to this Parliament.  It is an 
important step towards the complete prohibition of uranium mining in Western Australia, but it is only the first 
step.  Once this bill has passed, I will approach the government to discuss how the issue of pre-22 June 2002 
mining leases can best be dealt with.  I commend the bill to the house  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders.   
 


